While an aura of romance, possibly due to its name, surrounds the Death Valley Expedition, and the participants looked back upon it
Doctor Palmer was a lifelong, and an ardent, book collector and got together a fine library, particularly rich in sets of scientific periodicals, that filled to over-flowing three rooms in his residence. This was willed to the University of California, with transportation paid from Washington to Berkeley. He not only collected variously but in the end it proved to very good purposes.
But to get back to his career: by the year 1892, the reports of the Death Valley Expedition, so far as they were written at the time, had to be done. The World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago was coming on and the Department of Agriculture prepared exhibits for it on a lavish scale. Most of these were returned after the Fair and housed in a vast, barn-like structure on the Department of Agriculture grounds. Every branch of the Department was represented; the exhibits must be prepared, sent to Chicago, and installed; then after their period of publicity, returned and re-displayed in Washington. The administrative detail necessary to accomplish all this was not to the taste of Chief Merriam and we may be sure that Palmer was assigned a full share of the supervision, thus leading up to his periods of service as Assistant Chief (1896-1902 and 1910-1914) .
Despite other activities, the early years at Washington gave Palmer opportunity for further education, of which he took advantage to the extent of winning an M.D. degree at Georgetown University. Possibly this was in emulation of Doctors Merriam and Fisher, the entire original scientific staff of the organization, both of them graduates of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York City. However that may be, Palmer never practiced medicine and apparently had no idea of doing so.
There was pressure on the nascent Biological Survey to make everything look "economic" and Palmer's share in the response was a bulletin on a group of injurious mammals, "The Jack Rabbits of the United States" (1896; revised 1897). By "economic" is meant in relation to agriculture and the word was in the title of the organization from the beginning in 1885 until its designation as the Division of Biological Survey in 1896.
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